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Al-Khorafi hriefs Pillay on role
of Kuwait in protecting ‘rights’

UNHC chief meets Amir

By Abubakar A. Ibrahim
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April
21: National Assembly
Speaker Jassem Al-
Khorafi emphasized the
role of Kuwait in pro-
tecting human rights
through the concerted
efforts of the govern-
ment, legislature and
institutions dealing with
human rights during his
meeting with United

Nations High
Commissioner on
Human Rights Navi
Pillay Wednesday.

Aimed at eliminating ambi-
guities and correcting miscon-
ceptions on the human rights
issues in Kuwait, the meeting
focused on the points high-
lighted in international human
rights report on the situation in
the country. Parliamentary
sources affirmed the meeting
yielded positive results as the
speaker briefed Pillay on the
human rights work in Kuwait.
Sources said the commissioner
was surprised after reading an
English version of the Kuwaiti
Constitution as it includes stip-
ulations on protecting human
rights and freedoms.

Sources disclosed the speaker
commented on the human rights
report on Kuwait and Pillay prom-
ised to convey these remarks to the
United Nations Human Rights
Commission (UNHRC). Sources
confirmed Al-Khorafi also high-
lighted the achievements of
Kuwait, particularly the election of
four female parliamentarians for
the first time in the history of the
country, establishment of a human
rights society, and implementation
of the new private sector labor law
which protects the rights of expa-
triate workers.

Sources explained Pillay did not
convey any message as the meet-
ing is part of her tour in the region
to clarify various human rights
issues.  She arrived in Kuwait
recently after visiting Saudi
Arabia.

Meanwhile, MP Mohammad
Hayef has asked Minister of
Education and Higher Education
Dr Mudhi Al-Humoud to open an
investigation on the alleged tour
organized Wednesday by the
American International School to
Cairo, Egypt for male and female
students.

Hayef pointed out the male and
female students mingled with each
other during the tour. He said this
is an outright violation of Islamic
values and Kuwaiti traditions. He
urged the minister to take the nec-
essary measures to prevent the
spread of Western culture in
Kuwaiti schools.

Also:

During her visit, Pillay met His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, and His
Highness the Crown Prince,
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmed Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the speaker of
Parliament Jassem Al-Khorafi,
the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Sheikh Dr Mohammed Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Sabah, the minister
of Social Affairs and Labour,
Mohammed Mohsen Al-Afasi,
the Minister of Higher Education
Moudi Abdul Aziz Al-Hmoud, as
well as other senior officials.

Ms Pillay also attended a met-
ing on Wednesday, April 21 with
Civil Society representatives
organized by the United Nations
Resident Coordinator’s Kuwait
office and facilitated by Dr
Ghanim Al-Najjar, Kuwaiti
expert in human rights and a pro-
fessor of Political Science at
Kuwait University, Dr Tarek El-
Sheikh, the Chief of UN-Habitat
and the Resident Coordinator (ai)
and the United Nations Country
Team welcomed Ms Pillay, her
delegation and NGOs that attended
the meeting. Civil Society repre-
sentatives had the opportunity to
discuss  with  The  High
Commissioner a range of main
human rights issues in Kuwait.

Top: Navi Pillay (center), during the meeting and (above), some of the officials and journalists at

the event.
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