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Road safety improvements and challenges worldwide

Road safety is again hitting the headlines worldwide, with new data showing accident reductions being achieved as well as highlighting areas for improvement. Several European nations showed major safety improvements. In Spain, the Home Affairs Office has published encouraging information revealing that the number of fatalities from car accidents fell in 13 out of the country's 17 autonomous regions during 2010. La Rioja region reported a drop of 47%, the best improvement in Spain, while the regions of Asturias, the Balearic Islands, Castilla y Leon and the Basque Country saw the number of fatalities rise by 12%, 10%, 8% and 2%, respectively. Murcia and Madrid also saw decreases of 27% and 22%, respectively, whereas Cantabria, Aragon and the Valencian region reported a fall of 17%. In total, 1,730 people died in car accidents in Spain in 2010, a drop of 9.1% compared with the previous year.

In France, fatalities on the country’s roads dropped below 4,000 in 2010. This represented a 6.5% drop from the previous year. Provisional data from France’s road safety department said that road accidents killed 3,994 people in 2010, down nearly 300 from 2009. After years of decline, road deaths reached 4,273 in 2009, stable on the previous year. In 2010 road injuries also fell to 79,056 people injured, a drop of 13.1%. Details from the Czech Transport Police reveal that 753 people were killed in car accidents in 2010, the lowest rate for 20 years. In 2009 832 people died in road accidents in the country. The Transport Police said that the figure could have been lower but there was an increase in deaths of pedestrians in November 2010 due to low visibility.

Similar gains were seen in both North America and Latin America. In the Canadian city of Quebec, car accidents in 2010 fell to the lowest level in five years. In the period from January 2010 to September 2010, the number of accidents dropped to 4967, down 27% from the same period a year earlier. There were 10 deaths, with 57 seriously injured and 1,040 experiencing light injuries. There were 9,163 accidents in 2009 and 9,867 in 2008.

In Nicaragua, official data shows that traffic accidents deaths and injuries dropped in 2010. Road traffic accidents left 562 people dead in Nicaragua during 2010, with a further 5,074 injured. The figures fell 6.48% and 8.14% respectively compared with the previous year. However, the number of road accidents increased by over 1,000 to 19,793. Drink driving, not using safety equipment such as seat belts and crash helmets and a lack of concentration on the road were the main cause for accidents. Just over the border from Nicaragua in Costa Rica, road fatality levels also dropped slightly from the previous year. Official data shows that there were some 287 fatalities caused by road traffic accidents reported in Costa Rica during 2010. This is the lowest figure since 2005 and fell by 28 from 2009. A total of 30 deaths were reported in Costa Rica during December 2010, while, 28 fatalities resulted from drink driving accidents, again a slight drop from the 35 reported in 2009.

Meanwhile in Asia road safety remains a problem. In Thailand, the authorities are introducing a campaign to promote crash helmet usage in 2011. The Thai Government has designated 2011 as the year to campaign for 100% of motorcyclists to use crash helmets. The Thai Public Health Ministry will be enforcing the law for motorcyclists to wear helmets. All state enterprises, state agencies and local administrators will require oblige the use of helmets by workers when travelling using motorcycles. Campaigns will be held by the Education Ministry for students in private and state-operated schools for promotion of helmet usage. All employers will be ordered by the Labour Ministry to promote helmet usage. This campaign follows the release of information showing that low rates of helmet use amongst young motorcyclists is a major cause of serious injury and death in Thailand. The survey, carried out by Bureau of Epidemiology of the Department of Disease Control, revealed that only 14% of young riders wear helmets and also found that only 23% of teen drivers fastened seat belts. The survey was carried out from 2005-2009 among 234,483 youths aged 16-17. According to the Thai Road Safety Centre, the major causes of accidents are speed (22%) and drunk driving (32%).

Friday 14 January 2011
Road Safety Improvement in Kuwait

The State has a population of over 3.5 million, an area of 17,818 km², and registered vehicles of over 1.5 million vehicles. The economy is predominantly urban, %99 of the population live in the major Governorates, and in %8 of the total area of the country. Kuwait ranks as number 7 in the world in connection with the most populated cities. Based on the 2000-2008 growth rates, the population will increase by 58%; vehicles by 77%; road accidents by 105%; driver license by 192%, and traffic offences by 167% during the next ten years.

The current Kuwait’s four-year National Strategic Development Plan 2010 to 2014 reflects a policy of continued growth, and effective implementation of relevant programmes to fulfil the vision of becoming a “hub for foreign investments” by 2035. To remove current major traffic bottlenecks in Kuwait, a comprehensive National Traffic and Transport Strategy (NTTS) 2010-2020 was developed in 2008, under the umbrella of the Government and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and help of international expert. 

Issues and constraints that contribute to traffic and transport sector problems in Kuwait include: supply of transport facilities has not matched the increased demand, need for a reliable information system and institutional reform; complex road user behaviors; and need for a comprehensive transport sector and road safety strategy.

The NTTS has identified major obstacles, role of each agency, and adopted by the Government. It aims to improve planning and design of the sector; reduce the severity, frequency, and cost of road accidents to the community; alleviate congestion, optimize movement of people and goods; and strengthen traffic law enforcement. Relevant Ministries started of implementation of the priority at the early stage of the NTTS’s preparation. In addition, the UNDP continuous supports financed implementation of a project which aims to (1) build a national integrated road safety information system with GIS functions; (2) establish national accident black spot system; and (3) establish national traffic training center of excellence. A law for the establishment of a new transport authority to optimize the use of resources and enhance efficiency was introduced, and several plans for road, metro and railway projects were approved. The NTTS is unique experience in the Middle East with projects of over $60 billion.

Regarding road safety achievements, the NTTS has identified year 2015 as a target for 322 fatalities (a reduction of 30% of the fatalities compared with base-year of 460 fatalities in 2006). As a result, Kuwait has now achieved 407 fatalities in 2009, and 374 fatalities in 2010. The fatality rate per 100.000 population is 10.7 in 2010 compared with 11.6 in 2009 and 16.2 in 2007. The fatality rate now is the lowest amongst the Gulf States; lower than rate of the middle income countries such as Egypt, Vietnam, and Brazil, and higher than rate of high income countries such as the UK, Sweden, Australia, Spain and Netherland. 

Interested experts and firms in support of similar program in the Middle East are welcomed.
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Kuwait's road safety route ahead

The Transport Ministry in Kuwait is looking to improve road safety and is at present evaluating different strategies to reduce the vehicle accident rate in the country. Compared with developing middle income countries such as Egypt, Vietnam, and Brazil or other Middle Eastern nations, Kuwait’s vehicle accident rate is not high. However when compared against countries such as the UK, Sweden, Australia, Spain and the Netherlands, Kuwait’s accident rate shows a need for change and the country’s Transport Ministry is keen to implement measures that will tackle the issue. Kuwait’s current four-year National Strategic Development Plan 2010 to 2014 reflects a policy of continued growth, and effective implementation of relevant programmes. This forms part of a vision to become a hub for foreign investments by 2035. To remove current major traffic bottlenecks in Kuwait, a comprehensive National Traffic and Transport Strategy (NTTS) 2010-2020 was developed in 2008, under the umbrella of the Government and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the help of international experts. The country has a population of over 3.5 million, an area of 17,818km², and 1.5 million registered vehicles. The economy is predominantly urban, with 99% of the population living in the major Governorates. Based on the 2000-2008 growth rates, the population will increase by 58%; vehicles by 77%; road accidents by 105%; driver license by 192%, and traffic offences by 167% during the next 10 years. The NTTS has identified major obstacles, role of each agency, and adopted by the Government. It aims to improve planning and design of the sector; reduce the severity, frequency, and cost of road accidents to the community; alleviate congestion, optimise movement of people and goods; and strengthen traffic law enforcement. Regarding road safety achievements, the NTTS wants to reduce the fatality rate to 322 in 2015, a reduction of 30% of the fatalities compared with base-year of 460 in 2006. There have been safety improvements and the country brought the fatality rate down to 407 in 2009 and 374 in 2010. The fatality rate/100,000 population is 10.7 in 2010 compared with 11.6 in 2009 and 16.2 in 2007. Kuwait’s road fatality rate now is the lowest amongst the Gulf States. 

